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CLAIMS 

1 . A method of providing information for an imaging procedure comprising: 
providing digital data corresponding to at least one medical image; 
performing a CAD analysis of the digital data; 

providing an output from the CAD analysis identifying potential regions of interest 
related to an abnormal medical condition; and 

modifying the output from the CAD analysis with input from a human observer to 
produce a modified CAD output, the modified CAD output including at least one identified 
potential region of interest indicated in the context of anatomical detail of the at least one 
medical image. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the modified CAD output is provided to a location 
remote from the human observer. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the modified CAD output is a paper file. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the modified CAD output is an electronic storage file. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the input from a human observer to produce the modified 
CAD output comprises adding additional potential regions of interest to the output provided from 
the CAD analysis. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the input from the human observer to produce the 

modified CAD output comprises removing potential regions of interest from the output provided 
from the CAD analysis. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the modified CAD output is accessed to provide a user 
with information for performing a medical imaging operation to provide additional information 
related to the at least one identified potential region of interest. 
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8. The method of claim 1 including the step of displaying the modified CAD output to a 
patient. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the modified CAD output comprises a low resolution 
image output of anatomical detail from a medical image. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of modifying the output from the CAD analysis 
comprises the human observer armotating the output from the CAD analysis. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10 wherein the step of annotating the output of the CAD analysis is 
performed through a graphical interface. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the step of annotating the output of the CAD analysis 
comprises touching an area to highlight on a touch screen monitor. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 wherein information for annotating the output of the CAD 
analysis is provided through a pull-down menu on a monitor displaying the output of the CAD 
analysis. 

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the output of the CAD analysis and the modified CAD 
output are stored in a network database. 

15. A method of providing information for an imaging procedure comprising: 
providing digital data corresponding to at least one medical image; 
performing a CAD analysis of the digital data; 

providing an output from the CAD analysis identifying potential regions of interest 
related to an abnormal medical condition and storing the output of the CAD analysis on a 
network database; and 

displaying the output from the CAD analysis on graphical interface and modifying the 
output from the CAD analysis with input from a human observer to produce a modified CAD 
output which is stored on the network database, the modified CAD output including at least one 
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identified potential region of interest indicated in the context of anatomical detail of the at least 
one medical image. 

16. The method of claim 15 including the step of accessing the database to perform a step of 
performing a medical imaging operation to provide additional information related to the at least 
one identified potential region of interest. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of accessing the database is performed at a 
location remote fi-om the location for performing the step of modifying the output firom the CAD 
analysis. 

18. The method of claim 15 wherein the step of modifying the output fi-om the CAD analysis 
comprises the human observer annotating the output firom the CAD analysis. 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the step of annotating the output of the CAD analysis 
comprises touching an area to highlight on a touch screen monitor. 

20. The method of claim 18 wherein information for annotating the output of the CAD 
analysis is provided through a pull-down menu on a monitor displaying the output of the CAD 
analysis. 

21. A method for displaying CAD detections comprising: 

accepting observed detections fi*om a human reader; 

computing CAD detections; 

comparing observed and CAD detections; and 

displaying only those CAD detections not observed by the human reader. 

22. A method of providing information for an imaging procedure comprising: 
providing digital data corresponding to at least one medical image; 
performing a CAD analysis of the digital data; 

providing an output firom the CAD analysis; 



33 



QUA 001 lA 



annotating the output from the CAD analysis with input from a human observer to 
produce an annotated CAD output; 

storing the annotated CAD output; and 

referring to the annotated CAD output prior to performing an imaging procedure. 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein the step of annotating is accomplished with a graphical 
user interface. 

24. The method of claim 22 wherein the step of annotating is accomplished by recording spoken 
comments of the observer. 
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